
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Town of Wenham 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

AMENDED AGENDA 
Tuesday January 8th 

6:00 PM 
Wenham Town Hall – 138 Main Street  

Notice of public meeting as required by M.G.L. Chpt.30 §18-28 

All audience members wishing to address the Board of Selectmen must go to the podium microphone and give their name & address.  
 

 

6:00 P.M. WELCOME:  Call to order               
Executive Session #3 under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 – To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or 
litigation if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigation 
position of the Town. 

• Police Benevolent Association of Wenham 
 

6:30 P.M. PUBLIC INPUT: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA          
  ANNOUNCEMENTS                          JC 

1. Town Hall Extended Friday Hours in January 
2. Nancy Day Retirement Reception, Thursday, January 10, 2-4pm, Hamilton-Wenham Public Library 
3. Holiday Tree Recycling Drop-Off at Pingree Park through January 12    

 

6:35 P.M.        REPORTS                            
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR – Update  
CHAIRMAN  

           SELECTMEN  
 

6:40 P.M. CONSENT AGENDA       JW                                                                                   
A. Minutes  

 Open Session: November 13, 2018; November 27, 2018 
 Executive Session: November 13, 2018 (1); November 13, 2018 (2); November 27, 2018 

  

6:45 P.M. NEW BUSINESS                                                                                          
B. Recognition of Betty Cheeseman’s 100th Birthday (10 minutes)     JC 
C. Review and Approval of Updated Wenham Connects Committee Charge (5 minutes)   JW 
D. Review of Feedback from Open Space and Recreation Committee on Proposed Changes to Charge 

And Discussion of Next Steps on Economic Development Committee (10 minutes)   JW 
E. Vote to Open Annual Town Meeting Warrant & Review of Anticipated Timeline and Preliminary  

Warrant Articles (30 minutes)         CH 
F. Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)       CH 

 

7:40 P.M.            OLD BUSINESS           
G. Review of Preliminary FY20 Budget and Discussion of Policy Options (40 minutes)   CH 

 

8:30 P.M. ANTICIPATED ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                   
 













Town of Wenham 

___________ 
Selectmen / Town Administrator 

   TEL 978-468-5520  FAX 978-468-8014 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Board of Selectmen 
FROM: Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator 
RE:  Town Administrator’s Report 
DATE: January 8, 2019 
 
Personnel 
Our Library Director, Jan Dempsey, will be retiring in late March after 14 years of service 
leading the only regional library in the Commonwealth.  The Library Board of Trustees 
plans to appoint a Screening Committee at their meeting later this week and expects to post 
the position by the end of next week.  Applications will be due in mid-February and we 
hope to have the position filled on a permanent basis sometime in late April or early May. 
 
With Nancy Day retiring later this month, we recently hired Lewis Parsons as the new 
Head of Technical Services.  Lewis comes to Hamilton-Wenham after 5 years as the 
Technology Coordinator & Librarian at the Sawyer Free Library in Gloucester. 
 
Grants 
The Town was recently awarded $4,954 in grant funding for Student and Senior Awareness 
of Fire Education (SAFE) from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and 
Security’s Department of Fire Services.  This annual funding allows our Fire Department to 
continue their outreach and education efforts with these important groups. 
 
Longfellow Road Repair Project 
The special act for this project that was supported by Town Meeting last spring was 
approved by the legislature and signed by Governor Baker late last month.  The residents of 
Longfellow Road and South Street have been notified, and we are working with Weston & 
Sampson on next steps and an overall project timeline. 
 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
Following up on the $25k grant that the Town was awarded for Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness (MVP) to update its Hazard Mitigation Plan and develop an MVP Action 
Plan to increase our resilience to the hazards of extreme weather, we are convening a day-
long workshop tomorrow that will bring together community stakeholders to identify and 
prioritize steps to reduce risk across our community.  The goal of this project is for the 
Town to identify its strengths and vulnerabilities, determine which community features are 
at risk, and develop a list of priority actions to address these concerns.  This is the first 
outreach session in a multi-step process that will culminate in a public forum to discuss 
preliminary findings and agree on important projects to address in the coming years. 























 

Wenham Board of Selectmen Proclamation 
100th Birthday of Betty B. Cheeseman 

  
WHEREAS:  Betty B. Cheeseman served the Town of Wenham through six terms on the Wenham 
Library Board of Trustees, during which time the library was renovated adding the children’s room in the 
Town Hall lower level and several terms as an Election Teller;   

 
WHEREAS:  Betty B. Cheeseman was one of the founders of the first in-school Buker Library working 
with Ms. Bessie Buker and later with Mr. Dwight Ayres; 
 
WHEREAS:  Betty B. Cheeseman served as a Girl Scout since 1929 in St Johnsbury, VT and was awarded 
with her 75 year pin; she became a Wenham Girl Scout Troop Leader in 1950 and continued her service as 
Troop Leader until 1966 and as a District and Council leader until 2005 representing many years of 
devotion to duties and the time tested principles of Scouting and sterling public service; 
 
WHEREAS: Betty B. Cheeseman has endeavored to assist community organizations such as the First 
Church in Wenham and the Wenham Museum through her volunteerism and leadership;   
 
WHEREAS:  Betty B. Cheeseman continues to exhibit dedication to the “Noble Oblige” of public service 
and has attained an outstanding example of unwavering commitment to Family, Friends and the Public; 
and 
 
WHEREAS:  On January 9, 2019, Betty B. Cheeseman celebrates her 100th Birthday; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wenham Board of Selectmen do hereby proclaim 
our sincere gratitude and heartfelt appreciation for the extraordinary public service exhibited by Betty B. 
Cheeseman on behalf of the Town of Wenham.   In witness whereof,  We the Wenham Board of 
Selectmen do hereby set our hands and affix the great seal of the Town of Wenham, this 8th day of January, 
2019. 

 
TOWN OF WENHAM 
 
______________________________                     
Catherine A. Harrison, Chairman  
 
 
______________________________              
John A. Clemenzi, Vice Chairman 
 
 

______________________________ 
John O. Wilhelm, Clerk 



































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
E. 

Vote to Open Annual Town Meeting Warrant & 
Review of Anticipated Timeline and Preliminary 

Warrant Articles 
(30 minutes)  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
January 8, 2019 

 

CH 

 

 Draft Motion 

 Potential 2019 ATM Warrant Articles, January 8, 2019 

 FY2020 Budget Preparation & Town Meeting Schedule, January 4, 2019 

 Article 11: Annual Appropriation of Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure 

Fund Balance ($541.90)  

- Email regarding Update -Transportation Network Company per Ride 

Assessment Funds from I-Catherin Lubitz, Director, Department of Public 

Utilities, Transportation Network Company Division, July 13, 2018 

- Municipal Report on Spending and/ or Proposed Spending of Funds 

Received from the Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure 

Enhancement Trust Fund 

 Article 13: Increase in Veterans Tax Work-Off Abatement Amount from $1,000 to 

$1,500/year 

- Town of Wenham Veterans Property Tax Work-Off Program, April 18, 2017 

- Press Release: Governor Baker Signs BRA VE Act to Strengthen Services 

and Supports for Commonwealth's Veterans, Mass.gov, August 28, 2018 

- Town of Wenham Senior Citizen Property Tax Work-Off Program 

 Article 14: Local Acceptance of MGL Ch. 40 Sec. 13D re. Establishment of 

Compensated Absences Reserve Fund & FY20 Appropriation ($25k) to new 

Reserve Fund 

- M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 13D: Reserve Fund for Future Payment of 

Accrued Liabilities for Compensated Absences Due Employee or Officer of 

Town Upon Termination of Employment 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Article 15: Increase in Iron Rail Building Rental Revolving Funds Spending Limit 

(from $25k to $30k/year) 

- Email regarding Wenham BAN Borrowing from Leslie Davidson, Former 

Finance Director & Treasurer/Collector, May 14, 2018 

- Competitive Note Sale Worksheet, Hilltop Securities, May 14, 2018 

 Article 17: Acceptance of Settlers Lane as Public Way 

- Letter regarding Acceptance of Settlers Lane as Public Way from Margaret 

Hoffman, Planning Coordinator, October 23, 2018 

- Email regarding Street Acceptance Procedure from Amy E. Kwesell, Esq., 

February 20, 2018 

 Article 18: General Bylaw Amendment – Historic District Commission (Chapter 

XXV) 

- Email regarding Historic District Commission/Historical Commission Bylaw 

from Jackie Bresnahan, October 5, 2018 

- Proposed General Bylaw Amendment: Historic District 

Commission/Historical Commission 

 Article 19: General Bylaw Amendment – Non-Criminal Disposition (Chapter XIX) 

- Proposed General Provisions: Adoption of Bylaws Amendment  

 Article 20: General Bylaw Amendment – Prohibiting Discharge of Water from 

Private Property onto Public Ways (Chapter V) 

- Email regarding Water Discharge into Roads from Lauren Goldberg, 

December 31, 2018 

 Article 25: Creation of 1 Associate Planning Board Position 

- Email regarding ConCom 7 Member Commission from Lauren Goldberg, 

June 28, 2017 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
E. 

Vote to Open Annual Town Meeting Warrant & 
Review of Anticipated Timeline and Preliminary 

Warrant Articles 
(30 minutes)  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
January 8, 2019 

 

CH 

















































































 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
F.  

Other matters, as may not have been reasonably 
anticipated by the Chair  

(Discussion Only) 

CH 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
January 8, 2019 

 



.Side Letter of agreement with  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CH 

OLD BUSINESS 
G.  

Review of Preliminary FY20 Budget and 
Discussion of Policy Options 

 (40 Minutes) 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
January 8, 2019 

 

 

• Memo regarding Review of Preliminary FY20 Administration 
Budget, Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator, January 2, 2019 

• FY20 Preliminary Budget, January 3, 2019 
• FY20 Budget Requests Above Level Services, Aggregated BOS 

Feeback – January, 2019 - PLACEHOLDER 
• FY20 Budget Requests Above Level Services by Department: 

Facilities; Finance; Police; Emergency Management; DPW; Assessor; 
Town Clerk; COA; IT; Water; Age & Dementia Friendly Initiative 

• HWRSD FY20 Superintendent’s Budget Recommendation School 
Committee Presentation, January 2, 2019 

• HWRSD Recommended FY20 Budget, December 19, 2018 
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