




















































A TRIBUTE TO 
COL Stuart S. Corning Jr. 

By the Wenham Veterans Committee 

CAPT Dean Pedersen USN (Ret.)-Chair 

 



Military Service 

• ACTIVE DUTY 
– Entered Army 3 March 1943 

– Service Number 31300910 
 

– Enlisted Promotions 
• Private First Class 13 May 1943 
• Technician 5 (CPL)  1 Dec 1943 
• Technician 4 (SGT)  1 May 1944 

 
– Commissioned as an Officer  

• 2nd LT 12 MAY 1945 
 

– RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY MAY 1946 
– Continued serving in the Army Reserves 

 
• RESERVE DUTY - Promotions 

– 1st  LT  2 AUG 1949 
– CPT  20 JAN 1956 
– MAJ  23 SEP 1960 
– LTC  22 SEPT 1967 
– COL  21 SEPT 1972 

 
• Departed Army Reserves 21 SEPT 1977 

 
• RETIRED 11 NOV 1984 after 35 YEARS of MILITARY SERVICE 

 

 



World War II 
SGT Corning 2nd LT Corning 



War Time 
Memories 

 
The bonds 
created in 
war never 

fade. 



World War II Memories 

SGT Corning 



The Soldier 



2nd LT Corning 



Home From WWII – August 1945 



Stuart Corning Sr and Jr 

Veterans Day 1973 Wenham Memorial Day 



Veterans Day in Wenham 



Legion of Merit Pinning 

The Legion of Merit is one of the U.S. Military's most prestigious awards, ranking just  
below the Silver Star and ahead of the Distinguished Flying Cross 





The COLONEL 

Colonel Stuart Corning, United States Army, is one such remarkable person  
who has devoted 35 years to the service and the protection of our country. 
 

                                       THANK YOU COLONEL!!!  







Wenham - Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) 2018 

William Wilson 

Wenham Veterans Committee  

30 April 2019 



Agenda 

• What is WAA 

• Wenham Veterans Cemetery Statistics  

• 2018 WAA Planning and Ceremony Conduct 

• Goals and Objectives going forward 

• Requesting Selectman’s Endorsement for 
change in Veterans Committee Charge to 
support future WAA Ceremonies   



National Wreaths Across America Day 

• Nationally observed annually on a Saturday in 
December designated by Congress 

• Goal is to cover all Veterans grave markers 
with a Christmas wreath.  

• "The willingness with which our young people 
are likely to serve in any war, no matter how 
justified, shall be directly proportional to how 
they perceive veterans of earlier wars were 
treated and appreciated by our nation." 

Remember our Veterans, Honor and Teach the next Generation  



Wenham Cemeteries 

• Main Street 

–  Historic first town cemetery. 

• Iron Rail  

– Most recently established second town cemetery. 

• William Fairfield  

– Small, private and closed burial ground, left by 
William for his descendants. 

476 Veterans are interned within Main St and Iron Rail Cemetery.  
No known Veterans at William Fairfield Cemetery 



Veteran Statistics 

Wenham Veterans have participated in every conflict since  
the French and Indian War 



2018 Wenham WAA Background 

• WAA Kickoff meeting conducted 3 Oct 2018 

– Given late campaign start decision made to 
establish a three phase plan for Wreath Coverage 
of Wenham and Iron Rail Cemeteries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wreath coverage will be a function of donations with the goal of 
100% coverage each year 



Wreath Coverage -2018  
 

Phase 1 Phase 2 
 

Phase 3 
 
 

205 Wreaths funded which covered Veterans from French and 
Indian War through WWI (partial WWII) 
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Wenham Wreaths Across America 

• Ceremony was conducted 15 Dec 2018 at 
Wenham Cemetery 

• Weather was perfect! 

• Event last ~ 1 hour 

• Attendance was good given short notice 

– ~+ 100 people participated distributing 205 
wreaths to Veterans of the French and Indian War 
through World War 1. 

 



Spectators 



Wreath Laying Ceremony 



LTC Andrew Beckwith, USMC 



Taps Trumpeter – Elizabeth Gasiorowski 



Teaching Moment:  Dean Pedersen and Scouts 



Our Wenham Girl Scout Volunteers honoring Revolutionary War Veteran Richard Hood 



Dean Pedersen assisting with Wreath Laying for War of 1812 Veteran COL Paul Porter 



Our Wenham Girl Scouts  



Our Wenham Boy Scout Volunteers 



Our Wenham Boys Scout Volunteers 



Honoring all Wenham Veterans 



Veterans Committee Charge  

OBJECTIVES: 
• To provide a permanent Town appointed committee to organize and 
administer all veterans’ activities and interests, in coordination with 
the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator. 
• To provide a central platform to exchange and disseminate 
information and ideas in order to address veterans’ interests and 
needs. 
• To plan and organize Memorial Day, Veterans Day and  Wreaths 
Across America ceremonies. 
• To provide for the maintenance of all veterans memorials with in the 
Town of Wenham. 
• To foster and perpetuate the value of veterans’ service to our 
country and way of life.  
 Seeking the Board of Selectmen’s approval for the Charter 

Change highlighted in RED 











F O R  T H E  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  T H E  B O A R D  O F  
S E L E C T M E N  

Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 61 Policy and Procedure 

for the Town of Wenham 



Chapter 61 

 Chapter 61 programs offer a property tax break for 
landowners willing to commit to keeping some or all of 
their land undeveloped for a specified period of time. 
 

 Chapter 61 - Forestry 

 Chapter 61 A - Agriculture 

 Chapter 61B - Recreation 
 

 The purpose of the Chapter 61 programs is to help keep 
land undeveloped; therefore when a landowner chooses 
to convert enrolled land to another use, the 
municipality’s first refusal option is triggered.  



First Refusal Option 

 The first refusal option is triggered: 
 • when the landowner intends to sell the land for a 
 residential, commercial, or industrial use; 
 • when the landowner maintains ownership of their 
 land and changes the land use to residential, 
 commercial, or industrial use; or 
 •if the landowner withdraws from the program and 
 changes the land use within 12 months or within one 
 fiscal year of withdrawal. 
 
 the municipality has the option to either match a bona 

fide offer to purchase the property at the price contained 
in the offer, or in the case of conversion, to purchase the 
property at full market value as determined by an 
independent appraiser.  

 
 



Wenham Chapter Land 

 



Time Restrictions 

 The first refusal option must be exercised by the municipality 
within 120 days of receiving a complete notice from the owner 
(in the case of a sale) or the agreement of the market value in 
the case of a conversion by the owner.  

 

 After exercising the first refusal option, the land must then be 
acquired by the municipality within 90 days, unless an 
extension is agreed upon by the landowner.  
 

 The municipality may exercise its first refusal option to buy 
the land or it may transfer the first refusal option to an eligible 
conservation organization who then must also acquire the 
land within 90 days.  



Open Space Committee Draft Chapter 61 Policy 

 Goal 1, Objective 1, Action Item 4 from the Open Space and Recreation Seven Year Action Plan: 
“Develop a right-of-first-refusal policy and procedure for the Town to be poised to act quickly on 
Chapter 61 parcels as part of an acquisition strategy.” 
 

 Responsible parties for this action item are listed as the BOS and OSRC 
 

 The OSRC is now presenting  a draft policy to the BOS for their review (the  draft policy has been 
reviewed by Town Counsel) 

 

 In preparation of this proposed policy and procedure, the OSRC researched various Chapter 61 
procedures from several municipalities in Massachusetts and reviewed Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 61, 61A and 61B.  
 

 The draft policy was designed to provide clear direction on the process that all municipalities must 
follow under Massachusetts General Laws, while not reiterating the actual laws verbatim, and to 
include recommended procedures for the Town of Wenham to implement when landowners notify the 
Town of their intent to convert or sell their Chapter 61, 61A or 61B land.   

 

 Also included is a Check List which can be used in tandem with the Policy and Procedure to facilitate 
the process.   

 



Chapter 61 Policy Outline 

 The Chapter 61 Policy outlines the roles of Town Counsel, the 
BOS, the Town Administrator, Boards, Committees and/or 
Commissions 
 

 This proposed process should make it easier for the Town 
to manage this complex process while enhancing outreach 
and transparency to boards, commissions and committees 
as well as residents and property owners. 
 

 This guideline to the statute would be adopted solely for the 
purposes of coordinating local review.  
 

 Failure to adhere to the Wenham policies and procedures 
shall not affect any rights that the Town has under the 
Chapter Statutes. 



Roles of Town Staff and Boards 

Town Counsel 
 
 Review the Notice of Intent to make sure it is proper and complete.  

 
 Notify the Town Administrator if the Notice of Intent to sell or 

convert is not complete. (The 120-day period will begin only if the 
Notice is complete) 
 

 Town Counsel will determine the final day of the 120 day period, 
and attempt to seek confirmation from the landowner or his/her 
representative regarding this date. 
 

 In the event of a sale, Town Counsel will review the purchase and 
sales agreement to determine whether the agreement constitutes a 
bona fide offer and does not include any contingencies that are 
prohibited under the Chapter Statutes.   



Town Administrator 

 The Town Administrator will contact all relevant Town 
Departments to review the property and assess potential 
impacts to the Town’s natural resources, zoning, master 
plan, open space plans and the potential impact on Town 
services.   
 

 Additionally, the Town Administrator will notify 
appropriate Town Departments, Boards and Committees 
if the Notice of Intent is insufficient.   
 

 The Town Administrator will determine whether prior 
funds were authorized or appropriated for the purchase 
of the parcel, and inform the Board of Selectmen to his or 
her findings.  
 



Boards, Committees and/or Commissions 

 Relevant Boards, Departments, or Commissions will 
notify the Board of Selectmen, within 30 days of 
receiving the Notice, of their recommendation to the 
Selectpersons as to whether the property should be 
acquired by the Town.   
 

 The Open Space and Recreation Committee will 
review the parcel ranking generated using the OSRP 
Parcel Ranking Matrix, and recommend an action to 
the Board of Selectmen. 

 

 



Board of Selectmen 

 The Board of Selectmen will schedule a meeting, to discuss the notice of 
intent and any comments from the appropriate Boards, Committees and 
Commissions on the purchase option.   
 

 Per the Chapter Statutes, if the Board of Selectmen is considering 
exercising or assigning the right of first refusal or its option to purchase, 
the Board must schedule a public hearing before making that decision.  
 

 The Selectpersons may vote at the public hearing or at any later meeting, 
within the 120 day timeframe, to either: a) exercise the first refusal option 
or option to purchase, b) assign the Town’s purchase rights to a qualified 
nonprofit conservation organization or agency or to the commonwealth or 
any of its political subdivisions, OR c) decline to exercise the first refusal 
option or option to purchase. 
 

 If grant funds have not previously been secured or the Town has not 
appropriated funds for the purchase, such funds must be appropriated by 
vote of Town Meeting.  If the funds have not previously been appropriated 
at an Annual Town Meeting, the Board of Selectmen must hold a Special 
Town Meeting within the 120-day period.   
 
 
















































































































