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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks 

and Recreation Commission is to provide 

a sustainable system of parks, trails, 

programs, amenities, and services which 

create memorable experiences and a 

sense of place, contributes to the 

economic value of the Township and 

preserves the historical and natural 

heritage of the landscapes for existing 

and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  
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"ÉÒÄ 7ÁÌËÓ 

6ÉÒÔÕÁÌ #ÌÁÓÓÅÓ 

4ÁÉ #ÈÉ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÓ 

/ÕÔÄÏÏÒ .ÁÔÕÒÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 3ÅÅÄ #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ !ÒÃÈÅÒÙ #ÌÁÓÓÅÓ 

9ÏÇÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÓ 

Oakland Townsh ip Parks and Recreat ion  Br ings I t !   

Keep ing you engaged no mat ter  the  season!  
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All Levels Yoga (Outdoor)   Adults 12+  

Cranberry Lake Farm, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363  

Sundays, May 2 - June 6, 2021    9:30am-10:30am 
 

Slow Flow Yoga (Outdoor)   Adults 12+  

Cranberry Lake Farm, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363  

Sundays, May 2 - June 6, 2021          11:00am-12:00pm 
 

Up Dog Yoga, Red Lotus Yoga and Oakland Township Parks and Recreation are teaming up to bring you in-

person yoga! The ñAll Levelsò classes will accommodate all skills levels with an option to modify.  The ñSlow 

Flowò class will be more of a challenge with longer holds and postures.  Maximum 15 participants per class. 
 

Residents: $30  Non-Residents: $45   Register by April 25 

Tai Chi Beginners  (Indoor)   Adults 18+   

Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Rd., Rochester, MI 48306  

Tuesdays, March 16 - May 4, 2021          6:00pm - 7:00pm  Register by March 9 

 

Tai Chi Beginners (Outdoor)   Adults 18+  

Cranberry Lake Farm, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363  

Tuesdays, May 11 - June 29, 2021 6:00pm - 7:00pm Register by May 4 
 

These classes will cover breathing exercises with small Tai Chi movements, designed to enhance your overall 

health by improving balance and feelings of wellbeing.  You should be able to support your weight while 

standing or have a chair handy if unable to stand without assistance.  Grab some comfortable clothing and shoes.  

Flip flops or sandals are not recommended.  Maximum 8 participants per indoor class, maximum 15 participants 

outdoor class. 

Residents: $30  Non-Residents: $45  

 

The health of our community is our priority. Our team of staff and instructors are trained in safety protocol that follow CDC guidelines and are equipped 

with Personal Protection Equipment and gear (PPE).  Face masks must be worn for all indoor classes and maintain 6 foot social distancing. 

Face masks must be worn outdoors where social distancing cannot be maintained. 

Tai Chi Continuing Beginners   (Indoor) Adults 18+ 

Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Rd., Rochester, MI 48306  

Wednesdays, March 17 - May 5, 2021 6:00pm - 7:00  Register by March 10 

 

Tai Chi Continuing Beginners  (Outdoor) Adults 18+  

Cranberry Lake Farm, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363  

Wednesdays, May 12 - June 30, 2021 6:00pm - 7:00pm Register by May 5 

 

For those students who have taken Tai Chi classes with Marci Jenkins.  

Maximum 8 participants per indoor class, maximum 15 participants per outdoor class. 

Residents: $30  Non-Residents: $45 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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The Buzz About Bees     6-10 years old  
Sunday, April 18, 2021  10:00 - 11:30am  

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363 

Without bees we wouldnôt have most of the produce that we find in the grocery store, so 

we believe itôs only fitting that we spend some time learning about these fuzzy pollinators 

of our parks! Join a naturalist beekeeper in their bee suit at Cranberry Lake Park to learn 

why weôre buzzing about this topic! We will dress up as members of a hive and learn their roles, play a 

pollination game, read a story about a bee from our favorite bee puppet, and see a real honeycomb up close!   

Maximum 10 active participants.  Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: April 14 

Seasonal Adult Hike: The Pink Moon Adults 18+  
Friday, April 23, 2021  8:00 - 9:30pm  

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363 

Did you know that every full moon of the calendar year has a name associated with it?  

Aprilôs full moon is known as the ñPink Moonò as it heralds in the arrival of early 

spring flowers like phlox! With spring right on the cusp of arriving we think that we 

should celebrate the end of winter with a beautiful astronomy themed hike through Cranberry Lake Park!  Along 

with our interpretive nature walk we will be taking numerous breaks in the meadows to turn our attention 

skyward to try and spot some easy to see constellations and talk about their history and mythology.  We will 

show our favorite astronomy apps for use on the trail and will teach you how to tell the difference between stars, 

planets and satellites, and will provide star charts to take home to continue your universal observations through 

the summer! Participants are asked to bring their own flashlights or headlamps.  

Maximum 10 participants.    Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: April 20 

Feathered Friends    Pre-K   3-5 years old  
Saturday, May 22, 2021  10:00 - 11:00am  

Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd., Rochester, MI 48306 

It seems like our feathery friends have finally returned home from their winter vacation 

homes down south and weôre extremely excited to have a chance to listen to them sing, 

watch them at our backyard feeders and observe their nest building! Join us at beautiful Bear Creek Nature Park 

for a morning celebrating birds! We will listen to an interactive story about eggs which will get everyone 

involved,  play an egg and nest matching game, touch, feel, and play games with real bird feathers, and put 

together our own nests to take home!  

Maximum 10 active participants.   Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: May 19 

Cranberry Lake Compass and Map Treasure Hunt  6-10 years old  

Sunday, May 23, 2021  1 - 2:30pm  

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363 

People have it incredibly easy these days with our satellite guided telephones and access 

to the wealth of human information at our fingertips, but it wasnôt always that way.  

Sometimes it can be fun to put the technology down and take out a good old fashioned hand-drawn map for an 

afternoon of treasure hunting.  Join us at Cranberry Lake Park as we learn how to read a compass and pair it 

with a map in order to  go on a treasure hunt across the historic grounds of this beautiful park. Participants will 

take home their own pouch of treasures that they find hidden throughout the park!  

Maximum 10 active participants.  Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: May 19 

 

The health of our community is our priority. Our team of staff and instructors are trained in safety protocol that follow CDC guidelines and are equipped 

with Personal Protection Equipment and gear (PPE).  All students and instructors must observe social distancing of 6 feet from others and wear a mask. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Beginning Archery Ages 8 - Adult  

Saturdays, May 1, - June 12, 2021 (no class May 22 & May 29) 10:00 - 11:00am  

Looking for something new and fun to try on a beautiful Spring Saturday morning?  

This in-person fun class is for you and your family! Our instructors will cover safety, 

equipment and basic fundamentals of shooting.  Sanitized equipment provided.  

Maximum 10 participants. 

Residents: $45      Non-residents: $60  Register by: April 28 

 

The health of our community is our priority. Our team of staff and instructors are trained in safety protocol that follow CDC guidelines  

and are equipped with Personal Protection Equipment and gear (PPE).   

All Archery students, instructors, and spectators must observe social distancing of 6 feet from others and wear a mask. 

Next Step Archery Ages 8 - Adult  

Wednesdays, May 5, - June 9, 2021    6:00 - 7:00pm  

This in-person program is for archers who have taken Beginning Archery or archers with 

experience. Focus on improving your archery form and accuracy.  Sanitized equipment provided 

or may use your own. Maximum 10 participants.  

Residents: $60      Non-residents: $75  Register by: April 30 

Open Range Shoot Ages 8 - Adult      FREE (pre-registration required)  

Saturdays, April 24 - November 6, 2021 (no sessions May 22, May 29, July 3, and September 4) 

Choose a session:   11:30am, 12:30pm, 1:30pm, 2:30pm 

Practice your archery skills. Children between 8 and 17 years of age must be accompanied 

by an adult. Range supervised by certified USA Archery Instructors. Not sure how to shoot? Range Masters can 

assist you with our 1st Shot Demo Program - 5 minute teaching time/demo during Open Range Shoot Session 

Times. Free Loan Program eligible ï bows, arrows targets provided or bring your own. Equipment will be 

sanitized between users and sessions. Social distancing will be practiced. All registrants must wear masks. 

Maximum of 10 participants per session 

Age Groups: 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, 85-89, 90-94, 95-99, 100+ 

Divisions: Compound Release, Compound Finger, Recurve, Barebow Compound, Barebow Recurve 

Rounds: 900 American, 60, 50, & 40 yards.  30 arrows at each distance. 

How to Register: Please call 248-608-0250 r visit our website at www.michiganseniorolympics.org 

Registration deadline: April 16, 2021 Michigan Senior Olympics is a 501 É 3 non-profit organization 

SENIORS ARCHERY TOURNAMENT 

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021        10AM 

Location: Marsh View Park, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI 48363 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Pre-Registration Required 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation and Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve have partnered to bring Oakland 

Township residents and others exciting new programs at Lost Lake Nature Park! Family, friends and neighbors are 

invited to explore everything this partnership has to offer at one of these FREE open houses. Open to all ages! We 

will be offering 2 sessions for each open house that'll take place on our reserved lakeside learning patio. Each 

session will be 1.5 hours (12-1:30pm, and 2-3:30pm) and be limited to 10 active participants. We can 

return to our typical open-house format once some normalcy returns to the world. All students and  instructors 

must observe social distancing of 6 feet from others and wear a mask. 

M  -   https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com/. 

 

Sunday, April 25, 2021:  The Frog and The Turtle  

Michigan is very littoral, meaning we have plenty of regions lying along 

shores. With the return of the warmer weather and spring, our beautiful Lost 

Lake springs alive with the sounds of frogs croaking, herons dining, and lily 

pads emerging. Join us for a look at some of our favorite inhabitants of our 

kettle lake: frogs and turtles. We will be taking a look at a variety of turtle 

shells up close to learn about the differences and vocabulary attached to 

them, spending some time learning about the frogôs life cycle, meeting an 

exotic frog from Australia, and discovering the benefits that these two 

animals have on the ecology of their environment! Our youngest explorers 

will even be putting together their own lifecycle craft to take home!  

 

Sunday, May 30, 2021:  The Michigan Forest  

Any true Michigander is comfortable within the forest. Approximately 53% 

of our beautiful mitten is covered by forest, accounting for 19 million acres 

of timberland to explore and see. We are true people of the woods and we 

believe that the simple tree is often overlooked and pushed aside, so join us 

for an afternoon celebrating the noble tree! We will take a look at a tree 

cutting to learn what the rings we count represent (and how to estimate the 

age of a tree), learn about the respiratory cycle that keeps life sustained, 

learn about the benefits of forests (carbon storage and nutrition recycling) 

and even make your own leaf and flower pounding to take home!  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https:/oaklandtownship.recdesk.com/
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Volunteers Needed! 

Would you like to learn new skills, work with a great team, and get more involved in local conservation? Our 
natural areas stewardship volunteers help with bluebird nest box monitoring, native seed collecting, prescribed 
fire, invasive species control, photo monitoring, pollinator garden maintenance, outreach, and more! We fit 
opportunities to your availability and interests. No special skills required. Weôll provide all training and tools 
youôll need. To learn more contact Natural Areas Stewardship Manager Ben VanderWeide 
(bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org). 

 

Spring 2021 Controlled Burns in Oakland Township Parks 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation will conduct prescribed burns in spring 2021 between March and mid-

May at Bear Creek Nature Park, Charles Ilsley Park, Cranberry Lake Park, Draper Twin Lake Park, Lost Lake 

Nature Park, Watershed Ridge Park, and natural areas along the Paint Creek Trail. 

Historically, fire occurred regularly in natural communities of southeast 

Michigan. Our prairies, oak savannas, oak woodlands, and even some 

wetlands are not only adapted to fire, but require fire for their continued 

existence. We use prescribed burns to help restore ecological function to 

these natural communities. 

Prescribed burns are conducted by a trained fire crew and done with 

permission from the local fire department. Although burns create smoke, 

we work to minimize the amount of smoke produced and limit public 

exposure to the smoke. We consult the weather forecast in the morning 

before making the decision to burn, so we cannot schedule prescribed burns 

for a specific day. 

You can find more information about controlled burns at 

oaklandnaturalareas.com/prescribed-fire. 

0ÁÉÎÔ #ÒÅÅË (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ !ÒÅÁ - 7ÅÔ 0ÒÁÉÒÉÅȢ &ÒÏÍ ÌÅÆÔȟ 0ÒÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ǢÒÅ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȟ "Ù 3ÕÅ 'ÒÅÅÎÌÅÅȠ "ÕÒÎ #ÒÅ× -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ $ÒȢ "ÅÎ 

6ÁÎÄÅÒ7ÅÉÄÅȟ "ÉÌÌ +ÁÍÍÁÎȟ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒ $ÁÎ 3ÉÍÏÎȟ *ÉÍ ,ÌÏÙÄȟ "Ù 3ÕÅ 'ÒÅÅÎÌÅÅȠ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÂÌÏÏÍ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ǢÒÅȢ 

6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ !ÌÅØȟ *ÏÁÎȟ -ÉËÅ ÁÎÄ 

#ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒ $ÁÎ 3ÉÍÏÎ ÁÔ ΨΦΧή 

ÐÒÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ǢÒÅ ÁÔ "ÅÁÒ #ÒÅÅË .ÁÔÕÒÅ 0ÁÒËȢ 

 

 
Natural Areas Information at your Fingertips!  

Have you checked out our blog recently? The Natural Areas Notebook has the latest about whatôs 

happening in the parks, news about the latest stewardship work, and up-to-date information about 

stewardship events. Find this and much more at oaklandnaturalareas.com. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
mailto:bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org?subject=Volunteer
https://oaklandnaturalareas.com/
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Spring 2021 Natural Areas Stewardship  Events 
Please join us for one of our nature events!  Updated information and any last minute changes to these events can 

be found on our Natural Areas Notebook website at oaklandnaturalareas.com.  
Pre-register for all Stewardship events at: https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com  

All minors must have a waiver signed by a guardian, and minors under 14 must be accompanied by a guardian. 

Weekly Bird Walks 

Join our friendly birders every Wednesday through 
May. We want to document the bird species using 
natural areas in our parks so that we can work to 
improve their habitat. All walks will start at 8:30 am. 
Please pre-register at oaklandtownship.recdesk.com.  
All participants will need to follow social distancing 
and other safety rules. Bird walks may be cancelled 
due to COVID-19. 

1st Wednesday of month ï Bear Creek Nature Park 

2nd Wednesday of month ï Cranberry Lake Park 

3rd Wednesday of month ï Charles Ilsley Park 

4th Wednesday of month ï Draper Twin Lake Park 

5th Wednesday of March ï Lost Lake Nature Park 

Celebrate Spring, Pull Garlic Mustard! 

Garlic mustard and dameôs rocket push out the native plants that our wildlife need. We need your help to 

remove these invasive plants from our parks! Workdays last from 9 am to 12 pm, but will be cancelled if the 

weather is bad. All volunteers must sign a waiver (with minorôs waiver signed by a guardian), and minors 

under 14 must also be accompanied by a guardian. Please pre-register at oaklandtownship.recdesk.com. All 

participants will need to follow social distancing and other safety rules. Workdays may be cancelled due to 

COVID-19. 

Tuesday, May 4, 9 am to 12 pm. Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd. 

Tuesday, May 11, 9 am to 12 pm. Watershed Ridge Park, 1880 West Buell Rd. 

Tuesday, May 18, 9 am to 12 pm. Charles Ilsley Park, 1479 East Predmore Rd. 

Tuesday, May 25, 9 am to 12 pm. Paint Creek Trail. Meet at the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Rd. 

"ÉÒÄ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÔ /ÁËÌÁÎÄ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ 0ÁÒËÓ 

Watch the Woodcock Dance: an Earth Day Observation 

Friday, April 23, 7:30 pm at Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd 

You know itôs spring when the ñtimberdoodlesò dance! While we wait for sunset, weôll 
enjoy a spring evening and learn cool facts about woodcock biology. As the light fades we 
will watch with hushed anticipation for this avian spectacle, the male woodcockôs aerial 
mating display. Bring a comfortable lawn chair, binoculars, and layers to add as the night 
cools down. Pre-register at https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com. All participants will need 
to follow social distancing and other safety rules. May be cancelled due to COVID-19. 
Register Online 

7ÏÏÄÃÏÃË ÉÍÁÇÅ ÃÒÅÄÉÔȡ  ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÉάίΧȢÐÈÏÔÏÂÕÃËÅÔȢÃÏÍȾÁÌÂÕÍÓȾÖÖΨέΩȾÓÔÁÃÅÙÍΧΩȾ0ÁÉÎÔÉÎÇÓȾ×ÏÏÄÃÏÃËÉÍÁÇÅȢÊÐÇ 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/stewardship.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/stewardship.php
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Have You Visited Your Historic Park Lately? 
Cranberry Lake Farm Historic District  

Cranberry Lake Farm is open for your enjoyment, relaxation,  
and exercise. Walk the grounds and see the history on display 
with old implements, stone barbeques, picnic areas, and scenic 
surroundings. Located at 388 West Predmore Road in northern 
Oakland Township. The sixteen acre historic district is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places and represents a rural 
farmsteads evolution into a recreational retreat. Open dusk to 
dawn for hiking the grounds. For more information, please contact 
the Historic District Commission  
or bbarber@oaklandtownship.org or office 248-608-6807.  
Follow us on Facebook .  

Watch for many programs throughout the year! 

Painting by Betsy Marsh (above) for the 
Garden Party virtual artist presentation. As 
we develop reading places and a Story 
Lady Garden at CLF, we want to high-light 
the insight and writings of Helen S. 
Williams who lived at CLF in 1948 for a 
very short period with her husband Cy. She 
moved to Rochester and opened the Book 
Stall, a childrenôs book store. Her 
enthusiasm for childrenôs literature was 
remarkable. Helen wrote a journal from 
1985 to 1993 called The Incessant 
Trumpet, which is where we found the 
theme for our art challengeðThe Garden 
Party. The artists were challenged to design 
a picture around their visions from the 
reading. Watch for our Story Lady Garden 
developments this fall 2021!   

Below with permission Janet Almstadt-Davison  Libby Dwyer   Bobbie Tarbunas 

Congratulations to the happy couples!  
�7�K�L�V���Z�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���¶���,���G�R�·�V�·��CLF 
We are open for wedding ceremonies and receptions (sorry no 
alcohol in the park). We also have FREE wedding 
photography onsite, just make sure to bring your 
photographer.  Avoid the area when others have a private 
reservation.   

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php

