Scenic Backroads: Autumn Splendor
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Fall hasarrived in southeastMichigan; the leavesare changing,the air hasturned crisp, darknesscomes
early. Mother Nature beckonsusto spendtime outdoors, soakin the warmth of the sun,the aroma of
burning logs; we long to walk and hear the swishand crunch of fallen leaves,marvel at the colors that
have painted the landscape.Today Kris and | are headingout to Oakland County to do just that!
RochesterRd travels through cities large and small, onceyou getnorth of Rochester,the road changes
from hecticto relaxing, a scenicrural postcard.
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FoglersOrchard and Farm Market sitsroadside,in Summeryou can purchasea wide variety of fruits
and vegetablesthis time of year pumpkins and applestake centerstage.l t dhilly this morning, roll-up
doors encouragethe sunto warm the building. White paper Peckbagsbulge with freshly picked apples:
Empire, Golden Delicious,Galaand Ma c d@resjust a few of the varieties available, the scentof apples
permeatesthe air. Huge headsof cauliflower, broccoli and brusselsprouts still on the stalk line the
counter. A bin overflowswith colorful gourds and teeny tiny pumpkins. In the greenhousearea families
take on the all-important task of picking just the right pumpkin; out back a tractor takesfolks on a
hayride around the property.
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Back on RochesterRd. Maples add a splashof color, the streetbeginsto wind aswe meanderinto the
countryside. A waysup (near 32 Mile) we make aturn onto Predmore Rd to checkout Cranberry Lake
Farm Historic District. Oakland Township wasone of the original 25townshipswhenthe Territory of
Michigan wasorganizedin 1827,this particular property wasthe farmstead of John Axford, he built the
Greek Revival househerein the 18 4 0 Tthefarm waspurchasedby JacobKline in 1848,the family
continued to operatethe farm until 1925.In 1939Detroiter Howard Coffin, an oil companyexecutiveand
UScongressmanwholivedin D e t r 8hertw@odForest) convertedthe farm to a country retreat; the
housewasenlarged,a field stonefireplace added,buildings updated. In 1996the township purchasedthe
farm, it is now on the National register of Historic Places.There are 10 buildings, a garden and orchard
on the 16 acre historic district which sits adjacentto the 233acre Cranberry Lake Park.L e thévea
look.
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We park the Jeepnear the beautifully restored Flumerfelt barn, this postand beamstructure datesback
to 1879.Rusty antique farm equipmentis on display, the lush, greengrassis sprinkled with leaves.The
houseis not open,but | can seethe fireplace through the windowsi very cozy,the buildings are well
maintained. In the distancewe seea freshly mowed pathway leading away from the farm, how about a
walk? Here the treesare already bare, weedsand wildflowers havedied off leaving interesting looking
seedpods. The sun peeksin and out from the clouds,a strong breezegivesflight to yellow and brown
leaves.We are led into the woods,sunlight dapplesthe dirt trail, low boardwalks keepthe feet of hikers
dry in rainy periods. The trail takesusin and out of the woodsback to the wide grassytrail ending back
at the barn. It is herethat we spotthe Cranberry Lake barn quilt designedby Mary Asmus,i t giiite
lovely.
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Continuing on RochesterRd we veer onto Drahner road, Lakeville Cemeteryis just a little west,i t obes
of thosesmall, quaint, very old cemeteriesyou find in the country, this onewasestablishedin 1843.
Following a very narrow dirt road we park near the gazebo here the Maples are steepedn color, vibrant
reds, orangesand yellows,evenallittle lime green.We walk the hilly terrain reading tombstonesdating
backtothe 1 8 0 Gnany are soworn by the elementsl canno longer read the inscriptions. At onetime it
wascommonto write out the exactageof the deceasetlyears, months, right down to the number of days.
Evergreenand Pinesoccupyonesection,the ground below thick with long brown needlesijt is here we
discoverthe headstonebelongingto Minoru Yamasakiand his wife Teruko. The man who changedthe
faceof architecture, bringing us buildings suchasOne Woodward, Mc Gregor

Memorial ConferenceCenter on the campusof WSU and of course,most notably, the World Trade
Center, is representedhere by a simple headstonea large rock restsadjacent. Tombstonesare each
unique in design,personaltributes to thosewho have passedthe grounds here are gorgeous, tso s
peaceful.
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Our journey continuestaking usinto Lakeville, vintage cars out for a drive passus asthey headthe
oppositedirection. We hanga right on Main Street, a few old structures remain, the Mill hasbeen
recently restored, painted white with red accents.Back on RochesterRd the streethooksonedirection,
then another,i t hilly here, wetwist and turn pastattractive homesteadspicturesquebarns and
splendid Fall scenery.In the northern portion of Addison Township we stop at Watershed Preserve a

229acre nature preservewith 4 kettle lakesand inter-connectedwetlandswithin rolling glacial moraine
deposits.The purposeof the preserveis to protect and preservethis extremely sensitivewatershedand
wildlife habitat. The wetlandshere form the headwatersfor the Belle, Clinton and Flint river systems.
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We start out on a grassytrail, referring to the large map of the preservewe choosethe orangetrail;
leavesare just beginningto color, many are still green.The path narrows, we snakeour way through the
woodsto oneof the lakes,a dock allows us a closerlook at the clear water. The next lake is larger,
beavershavebuilt themselvesa mansionnear the shore,the water is perfectly still, a mirror image of the
sky coversthe surfaceof the lake. Kris makeshis way to the dock, getting a better look at Loon Lake.
The trail changesn elevationasit curls through maturing secondgrowth forestsand meadows we loop
around finding ourselveswhere we started.
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